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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
(Concluded from page 100.) 








Human life, as too many people know, bas 
often been, though outwardly fair and repu- 
table, one continuous course of deadening in- 
fluences—trampling out the feelings—sub- 


verting natural affection, truthfulness, honor, | 


sensibility, conse:ence. 
Then again, with many, sin has become so 


A sense of separation from God, which is 
death; and a certainty that if eternity find 
|them thus, eternal death must be their por- 
| tion. 

Such souls are not ignorant of Scripture 
| truth—they know by the letter of Scripture 
that such a state as theirs is known of God; 
'they find it described in precise terms in the 
| New Testament; and they know also that in 

Christ alone is their hope of escape. 

All this they know, but as yet they can feel 
| it only im part. Christ who has visited their 
souls by His Spirit is yet unknown as their 
|Saviour. He has made manifest to them 
their darkness in the light of His presence, 
| but this has wrought in them only sorrow and 
suffering. 

They call on the name of Christ, but they 
seem to call in vain; they want to love Him, 
|but their hearts are dead; they want to see 

Him, but they see only their own darkness. 

| Whether the life we are speaking of have 
been outwardly reputable or notoriously other- 
wise, each has been a state at enmity with 
|God; in each, conscience has become so dis- 
torted that individual acts of sin leave no 
perceptible trace; evil habits and desires 
have perverted the very sources-of thought— 
affection is dead ; a habit of irreverence, pos- 
jsibly even under the mask of religion, has 
made faith to seem almost impossible. 

Yet in spite of all, the call to awake comes 
—comes in varied ways; the light makes 
|manifest . the darkness, and the soul is 

aroused ; sometimes with the terrors of the 


completely a habit, that the habit of sinning | darkness; sometimes with an indefinite sense 
has not only deadened the sense of sin, but of estrangedness and alienation from God; 
made sin so easy and natural a thing that the| often by an awakened sense of the griev- 
man slides into it by an almost unconscious | ousness of some particular sin ; some one or 
transition. | more odious sin, out of the multitude in which 
_ Yet with all this darkness, light may at/ the soul is involved. The visitation of Christ 
times have shined ia, and at last an awakening | to such a soul, at first makes manifest only 
comes—an awakening to a sense of sin and | sin and darkness and po!lution. 
Want, and of alienation from God; a sense of} The soul goes mourning on its way—it sees 
sing “ without Christ, aliens from the cove-| its sin, but not its Saviour: it hears of faith 
nants of promise, having no hope, and without|and love, and knows well the words; but a 
God in the world.” life of irreverence seems to have made faith 
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impossible, and the very fountains of love are 
dried up. 

Even natural affection is dead—and he who 
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can he leve Christ whom he hath not seen? 

But with all this inward exercise, the out- 
ward world rolls on and daily duties have to 
be done; and among the routine acts of daily 
life come those one or two evil things, which 
have been manifested to the soul as odious. 

Now comes a practical question. 

Out of the sleep of sin, the soul has been 
aroused. Like a dreamer waking up, it sees 
its state, only indistinctly and in a partial 
light ; weak only to reveal that it is at 
enmity with God, and to make manifest spe- 
cially certain definite s'ns as wholly odious 
and alien to Christ—alien to Him in whom 
alone is the soul's health and healing. 

But the revolving hours bring round again 
these very acts—these occasions for sinning 
again recur. 

And now what shall be done? 

Too often, alas! when it comes to a prac- 
tical test—the sin looks so different in action 
to its aspect in thought—we soften down its 
evil by reasoning, and then we repeat the 
very thing which with prayers and tears of 
repentance we had confessed an evil ; thus we 
too often go on sinning and repenting—sin- 
ning and repenting—mourning over our state, 
and complaining that repentance brings 
neither faith, nor love, nor joy. 


Strange indeed if such a repentance brought 
aught but sorrow! True repentance can never 


leave the soul at ease in the sin repented of. | thee—applyin 


True faith must bring with it faithfulness, and 
work by love to the purifying of the heart. 

Here repentance has not been followed b 
faith, but by unfaithfulness ; and it is faith 
alone that finds Christ. 

And now having viewed a repentance 
marred by unfaithfulness, let us on the other 
hand mark the course of a true repentance 
with faith, and its resuits. 

And let it be remembered that we are still 
speaking of that large section of the human 
family whose sensibilities before their soul- 
awakening have been deadened by worldli- 
ness or some or other of those evil influences 
which specially characterize the training of 
the present day. Irreverence and hardness of 
heart are a part of the soul’s nature. 

Let not such be discouraged, if their Chris- 
tian course somewhat differ from others of 
their brethren who seem to have known a 
more rapid transition from darkness into 
light. 

It is the same grace that is calling them— 
the same good news of salvation into which 
they are called; each is being called by 
Christ into that eternal life which He Himself 
is. He is the Alpha and the Omega of the 
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work—the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last. 

His grace has visited them even in the 
sleep of death and awakened them to repent- 
ance, and called them by repentance out of 
the thing to be repented of, and they have 
answered the call. 

According to their feebleness they have re- 
pented not in word only, but in act also; and 
though they think themselves very void of 
faith and wholly without love, they have in 
thus yielding to His Spirit which has visited 
them, exercised a faith in Christ which is the 
beginning of their pilgrimage out of Egypt 
towards the Land of Promise, out of darkness 
into light. 

Their first steps may not be attended with 
much conscious joy or accession of strength ; 
they know little yet, save by name, of that 
Saviour who is visiting them ; or of the depth 
and darkness of their own evil nature. 

But now another and another step forward 
is made, There may not be much rejoicing, 
because the soul dwells almost wholly on its 
sin, and seems to see little else; but every 
step is really an exercise and a confession of 
faith. And if thou be one of those whose 
soul is without joy; if thou goest indeed 
mourning on thy way asking for salvation 
and fearing thou shalt never come to know 
Christ as thy Saviour—do so no longer—but 
take to thyself the lawful consolation that 
thy redemption is begun, and that Christ is 
Himself, even now, applying to thy soul that 
redeeming work which He has worked out for 

it, in the only possible way in 
which thy aul could receive it. 

Be not discouraged by the opposition of 
foes, by thy own fears, or the mistaken warn- 
ings of brethren. Trust rather thy Saviour’s 
word, who has declared His work to be as the 
growth of seed, as the work of leaven in the 
meal; and who has declared, Jf any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me. Luke 
ix. 23. 

Thou must expect conflict and sorrow in 
fighting the fight of faith, but lay hold also 
of the joy; take home to thyself with rejoic- 
ing the wondrous truth that that same Jesus, 
who in His sufferings and death overcame for 
thee death, hell, and the grave, is Himself 
with thee in spirit, making thee by faith a 
partaker in His sufferings and death, that thou 
mayest have a part also in His glorious resur- 
rection and ascension. Thou must run with 
patience the race that is set before thee, looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of thy faith. 

It is because we do not thus look unto Him, 
and know Him as ever with us both in joy 
and sorrow, that our sorrows so out-number 
our joys; we speak despondingly of our afflic 
tions as “ dispensations of Providence,” to be 
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suffered and borne with, instead of seeing in| varied theologies that it is not faith in creeds 
them the appointed means to bring us into | that can save us, but faith in Christ—and 
closer fellowship with Christ in His sufferings. | that He that hath the Son hath life, and He 

Let thy sorrows bring to thy mind His sor-| that hath not the Son of God, hath not life. 
rows. Let even thy darkness and desertion | 1 John y. 12.—Manchester Tract. 
of soul remind thee of that bitter conflict | 
when He endured separation from God for 
thy sake, For Friends’ Review. 

In all their affliction He was afflicted, and FITNESS OF MEANS. 
the angel of His presence saved them. — 

True Christian faith transmutes sorrow into, Abraham, in whose seed was the promised 
joy, and enables the soul to see its Saviour’s| blessing to all the families of the earth, has 
hand in all things. Such souls, as they are| given to the world an example of obedience 
faithful, passing through the valley of afflic-| to God’s commands and faith in God’s prom- 
tion use it for a well,—the rain also filleth | ises by which he was called the “friend of 
the pools. God” and “the father of the faithful.” And 

Longing becomes love—and as love in- yet the test which was given him, was 
creases difficulties melt away. such as could be employed by God, only in a 

We may very imperfectly realize what we day when the offering in sacrifice of sons and 
thus strive after, but this must be our striving, | daughters was a heathen rite so common! 
and the Spirit helpeth our infirmities. | practised, that the moral sensibilities of all 

Faith says to its Saviour,— nations were blunted, and even the chosen 

Do with me as it seemeth Thee good; only one of God could receive the suggestion with- 
bring me nearer to Thyself. I desire to cast| outastonishment. Thus there haa been handed 
myself wholly upon Thee. Lead me, and give, down to us an example of obedience and 
me strength to follow Thee. I have no hope but | faith, through an instrumentality, at which 
in Thee. Grant me continually of Thy ae oe the enlightened sensibilities of the 
Spirit to enlighten my darkness, to strengthen| world shudder. But God plainly and often 
my weakness, to perfect in me a more fervent| upon the sacred page, has declared His ab- 
love and a closer union; that I may, indeed, | horrence of human sacrifice, and the ram in 
know Thee to be unto me wisdom and righteous-\ the thicket was ready at hand, after the 
ness and sanctification and complete redemp-\ wonderful demonstration had been made. 
tion. | What, if to day, a man of God should declare 

And now in conclusion—having thus en-|his intention to fulfil the Divine command 
deavored to set forth something of the differ-| by any thing in any degree akin to such a 
ent operations of the grace of Christ our| proceeding? Not alone would the people of 
Saviour in calling souls through repentance|God hold up hands in holy horror, but the 
and faith to Himself—let us never forget that; moral sense of the world would rebel, and if 
it is not any faith in doctrine merely—or civil authority did not interfere, the insane 
clear apprehension of what our Saviour has | asylum would extend its friendly arms to the 
done-for us—or mere belief in the Scripture | enthusiast. So we'see that God makes use of 
record, that can quicken the dead. means to teach, to enlighten and to prove 

A saving faith in Him is compatible with men, such as are possible to the men and to the 
much diversity of doctrinal opinion; and it|times in which they live. But civilization 
is mainly, perhaps, because He is not the sole must roll backward, belies men of to-day can 
object of our faith and love, but rather some | regard this test of obedience and faith given 
doctrinal scheme of our own propounding, | to Abraham, with other than the most pro- 
that professing Christians are so un-Christ-| found wonder, were we not permitted to take 
like. It may truly be often said, that a man’s! into account the ignorance of that time ; God 
foes are they of his own household. Not that) permitting Abraham to give highest proof of 
our doctrinal creed is a matter of indifference; his allegiance to Himself by a test which 
it greatly affects the character of our faith | the Sacknen of that remote period made 
even where faith is fixed on the true object ; | possible to him, and yet for God’s own sake, 
only let us have charity one with another|for our sakes, for the sake of the people 
when we find difference of opinion, knowing) of to-day and of all coming time, by His 
that such differences may co-exist with true | hand the blow of the sacrificial knife was 
Christian faith. | averted, and for Abraham’s sake it fell upon 

We are all clothed upon, more or less, with | the brute life in the thicket. Such are the 
follies either of creed or practice, which will| demands of this time and of that time, and 
have to be cleared away in the fire of Christ’s|God’s patience is wonderfully manifest to- 
judgment. Yet the man himself shall be| wards individuals and the world at large, 
saved, yet so as — 'suiting means to the great end in view, and 

Let us, then, bear in mind with all our| by slow degrees, but by sure steps, leading on- 
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ward continually to things higher and better 


and truer. As the foregoing considerations 
have presented themselves, others have also, 
upon which to some extent these may have a 
bearing and be in some degree suggestive. 
Reference is here made to some practices 
which have been introduced and are being 
followed in some of our religious meetings. 
Practices which at some times, in some places 
and under some conditions may have been 
tolerable, and therefore may have been to some 
rsons means of grace, and yet at other times 
intolerable, because by their introduction, the 
tide of higher civilization is rolled back and 
true delicacy is deeply shocked. They are 
practices which cannot be rebuked, for the 
theory is, that the leaders in the revival 
movements must stand as a unit. They are 
above criticism. They never do wrong, they 
are only at times unskilful. They are 
Christ’s embassadors and as such we are 
called upon to receive them and all they 
do, unquestioningly. What is this but Priest- 
craft, and how is it to be met but by an enlight- 
ened, Christian, public sentiment? Who will 
come to the rescue ? S. R. How.anp. 
Union Sprinas, N. Y. 


From The [London] Friend. 


TRACT DISTRIBUTION AT JERUSALEM, 
BY JACOB HISHMEH. 


The following extracts from Jacob Hish-| 


meh’s Journal give a good idea of the inter- 
esting character of his work among the pil-| 


grims who visit Jerusalem at the time of 
Easter, as kept by the Latin and Greek 
Churches: “I have had again this year my 


place for the distribution of tracts on the| 


roadside, between the Russian building and 
the Jaffa Gate, by the door of the Bible 
Depdt, and as the Greek Easter was one 


month later than the Roman Catholic, I had | 


a very good opportunity of distributing tracts 
to the pilgrims of the various denominations 
which visit Jerusalem, one party after another, 
till the Greek Palm Sunday. I received the 
box of tracts on the 25th of Second month, 
aod on the following. day I put on a table 
some of the tracts and leaflets of the different 
languages that I had secured. For three 


days I had many difficulties for either selling | 


or distributing any of the tracts; but this did 
not discourage me, for the same difficult 
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of sixty days 5,036 copies of Russian, Bulga- 
rian, Greek, Armenian, and Arabic tracts, as 
will be manifest from my Journal.” 

We subjoin some of the most interesting 
days as specimens of the nature of the work: 

“Third Month 1st.—Early at sunrise, I 
took my seat by the side of the table, as I 
knew that the Russian pilgrims are to go very 
early to their church in thecity. With them 
I spoke much to buy some portions of Scrip- 
ture of what I had. Some of them answered 
my purpose, and seated themselves near me. 
To hes I handed tracts of the 5th, 6th, and 
7th of John, and the 26th of Matthew, and 
as I understand a little in their language, I 
made them understand that these texts are 

ortions of the holy gospels of St. John and 

Br. Matthew. One of them who could read 
nicely, asked for a Russian Testament, in 
order to examine the said tracts. I at once 
handed to him a copy from the book depdt. 
He opened the Testament, and asked one of 
his friends to open their tracts and listen, and 
he began to read and examine both of the 
tracts, by comparing them with the New Tes- 
tament, and when he had done I heard him 
tell his friends in Russian ‘Charasho’ (good), 
aud before they left I gave them forty copies 
/and a few leaflets, which were also examined 
\by them, in reading the 20th of Exodus, 
|which they accepted by bowing their heads 
to me, as a sign of thanks, and paid five 
| piastres for the tracts. 
“Eth of Third Month.—A rainy day. Few 
‘came to buy in the morning on account of 
the rain. But in the afternoon about ten 
Russian men and women came, as I was stay- 
ing in the Bible dep6t, where I had to kee 
| the tracts, inquiring for the same tracts whic 
their friends have taken from this place. Ac- 
cordingly I handed to each of them two 
tracts and a few leaflets, and when they were 
reading them one of their friends passed on 
‘the road, and when he saw them he came in 
and said, ‘Are you going to buy some of these 
tracts?” They answered, ‘Yes, they were 
very good, and interesting to read.’ He said, 
|‘ No; yesterday one of our monks examined 
these tracts, and he said they are not good, 
and so we ought not to buy them, because 
they are printed in London; and no doubt 
| they are Protestant books,’ At hearing this 
from their friend, some of them left without 








was in the way last year: indeed, a man who| buying any, and those which remained bought 
does not know the manner of the pilgrims, | fifty copies and a few leaflets, and before they 
especially the Russians, would perhaps be left they shook hands with me, saying in 
discouraged. For their custom in baying | Russian, ‘ Pro-shy-tie’ (good-bye). 

books or tracts is very strange, and with difi-| “ 10th of Third Month.—This morning two 
culty are they persuaded to buy. I, know- | Degroes came near me close to the table, and 


.ing this to be their manner, tried all possible | inquired whether I had any Mohammedan 


means to win their confidence, and by God's | books ; to which I answered, ‘No, no, good 


| 


grace I succeeded at last; and to my great | friends ; I have only portions of the Holy 
joy I have sold and distributed in the course! Ingeel (New Testament), in Arabic,’ and 
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then handed to them the Sermon on the| he was a great hindrance to the sale of the 
Mount. One of them answered, after looking | tracts, for he often said it before me to his 
at the tract,—‘No, we do not want the In-| companions, ‘O, let us be off, let us be off; 
eee for we are not to read it, because the| what is the use of such papers?’ I felt it to 


ristians have corrupted and changed it.’ I 
therefore was desirous to make them under- 


of it by saying in chapter v., entitled the 
yee ye are not grounded on anything 


until ye observe the law and the Gospel, and 
that which hath been sent down unto you 


from your Lord.’ They answered, “ Yea, it| 


is written so in our Koran; but you Chris- 


tians have corrupted the book, so we are not. 


to read it.’ I asked them to prove what they 
said, as one of them was a good reader, but 
they left by saying, ‘ We are not more clever 
than our learned men.’ In the afternoon I 
was called upon by three men of the Russian 
pilgrims, who asked for tracts, for they said, 
‘We have been told by our friends that they 


speaking and selling tracts to t 


be my duty to treat him kindly, and so I did; 


‘and this treatment worked mightily upon 
stand that the Koran itself forces the reading | 1 


him, for his enmity was turned into friend- 
Table 72, ‘Say, O ye who have received the) 


| bim, and has brought a wonderful change in 


ship, and then he was a daily visitor, and 
never came alone. When he left for his 
country he came and bid me good-bye, and 
then I presented him with a packet of Bul- 
garian tracts and a packet of leaflets, to be 
distributed by him in his own country, and 
this in answer to his request. 

“From 14th of Fourth Month to 18th.—I 
have been always, from the mornivg to sun- 
set, in my place, seizing the conus of 

e many pil- 
grims who came to me; and the more I am 
glad to say that I have found the way open 
to the Coptic pilgrims who came out from 
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are to be had here;’ so accordingly I handed! Egypt to Jerusalem this year; they hought 
to them some tracts and leaflets. They seated | Arabic tracts of the Sermon on the Mount 
themselves for a time, reading them, and be-| and the 25th of Matthew, and were glad to 
fore leaving bought 72 copies and a packet of| have them. I was really surprised, as I tried 
leaflets. | last year, and found great difficulty in hand- 
“18th of Third Month—This day several | ing them one tract. 
pilgrims called on me and looked at the} “26th and 27th of Fourth Month.—lIt is 
tracts, and were willing to have them, but/ really surprising to say that I was enabled to 
one of the monks stood beside them, and told /| sell and distribute during these two days, in 
them that these are Protestant tracts, and| which the pilgrims were packing and pre- 
they are printed in London, so they left with-| paring for their journey, 1,600 Russian tracts 
out taking any. for 100 piastres; at the same time they asked 
“22d of Third Month. . . . . Two for leaflets, but I had not one left, except a 
Moslem boys also bought four Arabic tracts| few Greek Armenian. May the Lord our 
of the Sermon on the Mount, and two of the! gracious God bless this poor and feeble 
25th of Matthew; I also sold to some people | means of bringing sinners to the Saviour, and 
of Bethlehem six Arabic copies of the same. | may they resemble the eunuch, who came 
“30th of Third Month.—This morning, at| like them on a virit to Jerusalem, and who 
sunrise, I have been ready in my place for| went on his way rejoicing! 
selling tracts and distributing leaflets. I have | “ Jacos HisHMER.” 
asked many of the pilgrims to take of the 
tracts I had; many of them answered my de- 
sire by buyivg about fifty copies and leaflets.| Tus year the Postal Telegraph Depart- 
In the meantime I was visited by a Bulgarian| ment in Great Britain will incur a loss of 
pilgrim from Macedonia (his name is Thanas),| £268,000, and the conclusion is that the busi- 
who brought two of his friends to me for the| ness has been overdone. The sending of 
sole purpose of reading and buying tracts. | press dispatches all over the kingdom at one 
He himself cannot read. He called on me hundred words for a shilling, and of private 
several times before, but whenever he came, dispatches at twenty words for the same sum, 
he brought with him some of his friends who | together with the establishment of 3,692 new 
were able to read, merely to read to him the) offices, has overstrained the present demands 
word of God; and I have seen him listening | of the service. Some changes are to be made 
to every word with deep attention, and often | which it is hoped will make the system self-sup- 
exclaimed, ‘Oh, I wish I could read, for) porting, or more nearly so. It is found that 
nothing is better than reading the word of a shilling message, nominally of twenty words, 
od. Friends,’ he said, ‘we ought to come) actually averages forty-three words, the sur- 
here in the day-time and read, better than to| plus consisting of the address and of words 
go to the coffee-shops,’ &c. Through this| adhe as “service instructions” written by 
= man I have been enabled to sell and the operator. The Department is now pre- 
istribute to his poor friends a large number | paring a system of abbreviations which will 
of tracts and leaflets. Before his visit to me! greatly relieve the wires, and purposes, more- 


ee 
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over, adopting what is known as the “word | different authorities from the lowest to the 

system.” This is, one word will cost only | highest, and the suppression of every denun- 

one-twentieth of what twenty words cost, but|ciation in publishing the vileness which is 

the address and signature must be paid for.| practiced among them in public as in private 
Naturally this will tend to reduce the length | life. — 

of messages, and favor the use of such initials! To illustrate the latter, allow me to men- 

and abbreviations as may be possible. onee incident connected with our family 
circle: 

One month before we left our home we 

From The Mount Pleasant Journal, Iowa. celebrated the silver wedding of my dear par- 

VALUE OF LIBERTY IN RELIGION AND |ents. For this occasion we children wanted 


IN THE PRESS. 'to get several copies of a hymn printed to be 


eo 


BY HELEN JANSEN. 


Coming from a country where religion and 
the press are kept in limits and bounds, and 
now enjoying true liberty of both, I subscribe 


‘distributed as a remembrance of that day 


among our friends. To our disappointment 
it was said that no more than 15 of these 
copies could be published, as they were Chris- 


tian hymns, which are not allowed to be 

fully to the truth of the old proverb: “ Pri- | pressed in a greater number. 

vation enhances enjoyment ;” for only those; Respecting the arbitrariness not only in the 

who have been under such oppression can press, but also in other things, it may not be 

highly enough esteem the value of freedom. inappropriate to mention another short in- 
Speaking of privation more detailed, I will | stance: 


mention some instances out of my own expe-| To my parents’ silver —s our rela- 
rience. : 


tives in Germany sent, among other things 
In our city, Berdjansk, whose population is | for them, silver spectacles in cases of silver. 
estimated at 20,000, and into whose harbor | They arrived in time, but when my brother 
come yearly (as I find in my father’s official | went to get them from the custom house, he 
lists), more than 400 merchant ships, to be| was refused, because it was supposed that the 
loaded with wheat, on an average, with 700,-| silver might not be pure, as in the Russian 
000,000 of bushels, not even one newspaper is | empire it ought tobe. For examination they 
allowed to be published, so that we can only lwere sent to Simphrepol, the government 
get our political papers from the largest cities; | city. 

as Odessa, the nearest city, about three hundred | This is the usual way for them to do. After 
miles distant; Riga, Moscow, and St. Peters-|they have involved the obtaining of such 
burg, and even these have to pass a very things into so many difficulties, the owner 
strict censorship before they can be printed.| rather lets them go than to bear the great 
There was, it is true, in our city a man who| expense that is connected with the matter, 
employed a small press to print advertise-| this being the aim of the officers. But my 
ments for the merchants, yet he had but little | father did not wish to leave these things in 
work, since everything had to be examined | the officers’ hands, and therefore he traced 
by the mayor of the city before it was put| from the beginning all the steps that were 


into press. 


ant, with 5,000 inhabitants (one-fourth the 
number of m 

only to the oui 
other advertisements, and it will give you an 
indistinct idea of the extent to which this 
limitation is carried out in Russia. The fol- 
lowing will, perhaps, illustrate what I have 
mentioned : 

Some time before our departure from Berd- 
jansk, my brother brought the advertisement 
of our auction to the press. He had men- 
tioned in it, on account of our leaving Berd- 
jansk for America, we were going to sell our 
property, after which followed the inventory, 
&c. The mayor (his office being to examine 
and testify to the advertisement), said that he 
“could not testify” to it unless the word 
“America” was left out. 

The consequence uf such want of liberty is 
the unlimited arbitrariness of the officers and 


Imagine the press of a place like Mt. Pleas- | 


native city), to be confined | 
ishing of auction papers, or | 


made concerning them. From Simphropol 
they were sent to the Governor General’s 
office at Odessa, and from thence to St. Peters- 
burg. At last my father, in a telegram, had 
related the whole affair to the minister of 
finance (since a letter would never have come 
into his hands), and after paying expenses 
more than twice as much as the whole thing 
| was worth, we received them just a few days 
| before the appointed time in which we were 
| obliged to leave. 

I have now told you something out of my 
own experience, and could mention hundreds 
of instances more, which only become known 
by being reported from one to the other, as 
_there are no papers to publish them. If the 
publishing of political be so limited, that of 
religious papers is far mre so. 

In the year 1867 a religious visit was paid 
to our colonies by two English Friends, 
Thomas Harvey and Isaac Robson (with 
whom we agree in not accepting war). These 























felt the necessity of addressing our people 
with an encouraging tract, which was to be 
printed in our language at Odessa. It was 
soon sent back (some sentences being entirely 
crossed and blotted), with the notice that 
they could not be printed in our country. 
The following paragraph was one of those 
especially prohibited, in which our dear 
friend, Isaac Robson, says: 

“Ts it not His (God’s) purpose that you 
should not only be blessed yourselves, but 
also that you should be a blessing to 
others—that your light should so shine be- 
fore men that others, seeing your 
works, should also be brought to glorify your 
Father who is in heaven? Is it not His 
purpose that you should be instrumental in 
spreading the knowledge of the truth of the 


Gospel of Christ to those who are now sitting | 


in darkness—sunk in ignorance and supersti- 


tion? Are you prepared, dear friends, to| 
give a good account of this your stewardship? | 


“I do not forget the difficulties of your 


position, nor the danger which might result | 


from attempts to enlighten your more ignor- 
ant neighbors; but I feel it right to endeavor 


a little to stir you up by putting you in re-| 


membrance of these things.” 

If I add in conclusion, that to this day, in 
our country, the whole Bible is not allowed 
to be printed in the Russian language; that 
within seven years, through the great perse- 
verance and expense of the British Bible So- 
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ter whatsoever cometh of it, so will the other. 
For a time, it is hard to discern who pertain- 
eth to God and who to the devil; as, in the 
calm and peace, who is a good shipman and 
warrior, and who is not. But as when the 
storm ariseth the expert mariner is known, 
so in affliction and the cross, easily God’s 
children are known from Satan’s servants. 

“Let no man deceive himself; for he that 

athereth not with Christ scattereth abroad. 

o man can serve two masters. The Lord 
abhoreth double hearts; the lukewarm, that 
‘is, such as are neither hot nor cold, He 
|spueth out of His mouth. None that halt on 
both knees doth God take for his servants. 
The way of Christ is the strait way; and so 
strait that, as few find it and as few walk in 
it, so po man can halt in it, but needs must 
go upright; for as the straitness will suffer 
no reeling to this side, or that side, so if any 
man halt he is like to fall off the bridge into 
the pit of eternal perdition. 

“The more we lose here, the greater joy we 
shall have there. The more we suffer, the 
greater triumph. For corruptible dross, we 
shall find incorruptible treasures; for gold, 
glory; for silver, solace without end; for 
|riches, robes royal; for earthly houses, eter- 
‘nal palaces; mirth without measure ; pleasure 
'without pain; felicity endless; and, to sum 
‘up all, we shall have God, the Father, the 
/Son, and the Holy Ghost. O, happy place! 
O, that this day would come! Then shall 





ciety, only the New Testament can be sent/ the end of the wicked be lamentable; then 
thither; and that for preaching the “Gospel | shall they receive the just reward of God’s 
to the Russians the punishment has been| vengeance; then shall they cry, Woe, woe, 
exile for life to Siberia,” (since 1861, under | that ever they did as they have done! Read 
the present milder laws of Alexander II., for| Matt. xxv. ; 1 Cor. xv.; and 2Cor.v. And 
the first offence the punishment has been re-| by faith (which God increases in us), consider 
duced to 13 years penitentiary) you; will get the things there set forth. And for your 
a weak picture of the darkness which prevails | comfort read Heb. xi., to see what faith hath 
at present in my late home, Russia, ard per-| done, always considering the way to heaven 
haps unite with us in humble thankfulness to| to be by many tribulations, and that all the 

the Lord for that great privilege of living in| which will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
a country where religion and the press are|suffer persecution. You know this is our 


From The Baptist Union. 
ONE OF GOD’S WITNESSES. 


By the following letter, written in prison, 
may Christ's martyr, Jobn Bradford, though 
dead, yet speak: 

“TI pray you call to mind that there be but 
two masters, two kinds of people, two ways, 
and two mansion-places. 

“The masters be Christ and Satan; the 
people he servitors to either of these; the 
ways be strait and wide; the mansions be 
heaven and hell. 

“Again, consider that this world is the 
Place of trial of God’s people and the devil’s 


Sree. ‘alphabet. ‘He that will be my disciple,’ 


'saith Christ, ‘must deny himself, and take up 
|his cross and follow me.’ Not this bishop, 
| nor that teacher, nor this emperor, nor that 
|king, hut Me, saith Christ, ‘For he that 
loveth father, mother, wife, children, or very 
life better than Me, is not worthy of Me.’ 
Remember that the same Lord saith, ‘He 
| that will save his life shall lose it.’ Remem- 
ber, also, that all the hairs of your head are 
numbered with God. The devil may make 
one believe he will drown him, as the sea in 
its surges threateneth to the land, but as the 
Lord hath appointed bounds for the one, 
over which it cannot pass, so hath He done 
for the other. 





“On God, therefore, cast your care. Love 


servants; for as the one will follow his mas-| Him, serve Him, after His word; fear Him, 
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trust in Him, hope at His hand, for all help, | 
and always pray, looking for the cross; and | 
whenever it cometh, be assured, the Lord as | 
He is faithful, so He will never tempt you | 
further than He will make you able to bear; | 
but in the midst of the temptation will make | 
such an escape as shall be most to His glory | 
and for your eternal comfort. God, for His | 
mercy in Christ, with His Holy Spirit com. | 
fort you, under the wings of His mercy) 
shadow you, and as His dear child guide you | 
for evermore. To whose merciful protection | 
I do with my hearty prayer commit you. 
The Lord, tor His mercy in Christ, 
direct our ways to His glory. Amen. 
“Out of prison, by yours to command, 
1553. JoHN BRADFORD.” 
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TEACHABLENESS.—So many are the com- 
plications of opinion, knowledge and cir- 
cumstance in modern life, that only a small 
or moderate fraction of these can be mastered 
by any one individual. As our eye-sight is 
limited, so is our mental vision; and to de- 
termine well the boundaries of both is im- 


portant in every sphere of life. It is natu- 


ral to every one to be confident in regard to 
the nature and magnitude of whatever is 
within his own ken; but its comparison 
with other objects, in other and remoter re- 
lations, may be beyond his range of discern- 


ment. How often people dogmatize from 
forgetfulness of this! The wider our ac- 
quaintance with men, the more easy it be- 
comes to understand how differences of 
opinion on lesser things may be compatible 
with entire agreement on those more essen- 
tial. This understanding makes toleration; 
but toleration is not necessarily teachable- 
ness. There is an indifference which in- 
duces one to tolerate all opinions, upon re- 
ligion especially, as being equally of little 
value to him who surveys them with a cold 
and critical eye. This is the toleration of 
spiritual death. But the lesson of wide ex- 
perience ought to be, to give us a teachable 
spirit instead. Not that truth, even exact 
truth, upon any subject, and most of all 
upon religion, is not important; but that 
charity is equally so; and that no human 
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being is infallible. ‘He that thinketh 
he knoweth anything, doth not yet know 
anything as he ought to know it.” That is 
(as we read it), he who supposes his knowl- 
edge to be complete beyond addition or cor- 
rection, is not on the right ground, or in a 
right spirit, for obtaining or profiting by, 
that knowledge which is the food of true 
wisdom. The fable of the shield made of 
gold on one side, and silver on the other, 
illustrates many controversies; as it makes 
so much difference from what standpoint we 
look at anything. There is an experiment 
employed in teaching optics, in which, by 
the use of monochromatic light, the same 
objects, or a whole field of view, may be 
made to change color from moment to mo- 
ment. Men’s minds do not often alter so 


rapidly ; except when, under the transform. 


ing power of Divine grace, ‘all things be- 
come new.” But between man and man 
such differences sometimes exist. 

How important, then, it is, especially in 
religious society, and never more than now 


amongst Friends, that a teachable spirit 


should be cherished. We believe that its 
acceptance and prevalence might do away, 
under the Divine blessing, with almost all that 
obstructs, at the present time, the progress 
of the work of the Society of Friends, as an 
agency for the promulgation of the gospel 
and the Christianization of the world. East 
and West, this Yearly Meeting and that, 
may have, and do have, their respective ad- 
vantages and disadvantages. Old _prece- 
dents and new methods are contrasted; 
sometimes for better, and sometimes for 
worse. Would that we might all be willing 
and able to learn from each other something 
that is good! There is that which is good 
amongst all sincere lovers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, within and without our own fold. 
Proving all things, and holding fast that 
which is good, is a better rule than the 
adoption of all that is new and attractive, or 
than a tenacious resistance to every change, 
behind the bulwarks of routine and tradi- 


tion 


It must be evident to any one who has 
much acquaintance with the Society of 
Friends, as it is scattered over this country, iD 
Great Britain and elsewhere, that grea! 
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be shaken should remain.”” Never can the 
great body of those who by descent and 
conviction are entitled +o call themselves 
Friends, be brought back again into that 
bondage of oufwardness and narrowness 


which co-existed with the holding of spirit- | 


ual doctrines, and their teaching and illus- 
tration by bright examples, during the first 
half of the present century. But, from this 
Kadesh-Barnea, shall we go into the wilder- 
ness, or into the promised land ? 

This momentous question seems now about 
to be decided. Should those of either view, 
“conservative” or ‘‘liberal,” turn their 
backs and close their ears to their brethren, 
or the hearts of the fathers and the children 
be turned from instead of toward each 
other, this great army cannot, we believe, 
follow the pillar of cloud and the pillar of 
fire of the Lord where He would lead them. 
We must be teachable, considering one 
another to provoke unto love and to good 
works, as members one of another, with that 
charity which never faileth, or we may lose 
our testimony ; which will then be given to 
others to bear, as it cannot be allowed to 
fall to the ground. 

Pilati ciincanleni 

THe FreepMen.—We have received a 
copy of a circular just issued by the Freed- 
men’s Relief Association of Philadelphia, 
asking their contributors for funds; and we 
also print a letter from Helena, which shows a 
similar need there. Although less novelty 
attends this work than formerly, the real 
hold which it yet has upon the sympathies 
of Friends is interesting to note. Probably 
every Yearly Meeting in the United States 
has some of its members engaged in effort 
for the Christian education of the colored 
people of the South, and the aggregate of 
funds given annually is not small. Iowa re- 
ports eight members teaching in Missouri and 
Mississippi. New England is aiding the 
Normal School in East Tennessee. Indiana | 
has a large work in Tennessee, Missouri, 
and Mississippi. A Friend’s family have | 
for several years done good service in Texas. 
Kansas is represented by Amasa and L. M. 


superficial alterations have already oc- | Chase. Baltimore and North Carolina Yearly 
curred; that all belonging to its organization | Meetings give attention to the colored popu- 
is being shaken, so that “that which cannot | 
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lation within their limits, and Friends’ 
Freedmen’s Association of Philadelphia are 
about to continue 25 teachers in the field. 
Could all those who have been instructors 
in the South be interrogated, the statements 
as to the condition of the people in the dis- 
tricts where they have been engaged would 
differ much, some far worse than others. 
But all such give testimony as to the good 
effected by long-continued and well-directed 
efforts to bring the late slave population to a 
higher degree of Christian civilization. 
They all agree also as to the imperative 
need of continuing this work, and of en- 
larging it so far as the Head of the church 
may give ability. The letter from Helena 
conveys this lesson in impressive terms. 
Every one should inquire what may be his 
or her duty in this matter. The colored 
people are disposed to trust. When they 
have true faith, they are often rich in faith- 
But they everywhere need training in the 
practice of Christianity,—a training which 
Friends are fitted to give. Let those who 
are in the work be sustained. Let those 
who can do so give, so that none of the or- 
ganizations for helping the freed people may 
languish from any withholding more than is 
meet, whether of money, of personal service, 
if called thereto, or in uplifting the heart to 
the common Father of mercies for His bless- 
ing on all that is done for this part of our 
fellow citizens. 
a 

WESTERN YEARLY MEETING (Concluded). 
Fourth-day morning was occupied with meetings 
for worship; the usual devotional meeting at 
eight o'clock, and at ten a large gathering within 
the meeting-house, and a smaller one outside. 
In the afternoon was held the public meeting of 
the Committee on Peace, and a meeting for 
children at the request of Mary S. Kimber. 

Two meetings were held in the evening ; one a 
youth's meeting, appointed by some of the min- 
isters present; the other a meeting especially 
called for conference with the older members of 
the Yearly Meeting. The latter was an occasion 
of deep interest; wherein expression was given 
of the love cherished by the younger and more 
active workers for the fathers and mothers in the 
church ; and the sentiment prevailed that neither 
older nor younger could do without each other, 
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but that much of the strength of the body for ef- 
fective labor in the Master’s cause must depend 
upon the coherence and mutual support of all its 
members. The elders were affectionately invited 
to draw near and aid with their counsel those en- 
gaged in active work; while the latter were ap- 
pealed to not to leave behind without cause those 
who were attached to the old landmarks and 
usages, but to concede, in loving deference, all 
that could be done without neglect or violation 
of duty. Much tenderness of feeling was mani- 
fest in this meeting, and it was hoped that it 
would prove beneficial, in strengthening unity 
and promoting co-operation in the church. 
Fifth-day.—The last session of the business 
meeting was opened with vocal prayer. A min- 
ute upon the state of the Society was read and 


It was reported that every family in the Yearly 
Meeting is supplied with the Bible. 

A memorial to the Congress of the United 
States, concerning the subject of alcoholic drinks 
and their suppression, as proposed by the Wom- 
en’s Christian Temperance Union, was pre- 
sented to this meeting by the women’s meeting, 
and received the hearty endorsement of this 
meeting. 

The Report of the Committee on Peace was 
read. A large amount of printing in the cause 
of Peace is done at the Friends’ Publishing 
House, at New Vienna, Ohio, and during the past 
year a stream of literature has gone forth from 
this office, which has, no doubt, done much to 
create a better publicsentiment. There are hope- 
ful indications that this subject, so little claiming 


approved. Upon the proposition of the repre-| the attention of the public, is growing in popular 


sentatives, it was concluded to raise $4,000 for 
the use of the Yearly Meeting during the ensuing 
year. 


The report of the meeting of Ministers and 
Elders was introduced. Their condition as to 
their faithfulness in diligent attendance of meet- 
ings and encouraging their families in this duty, 
waiting for divine ability in the exercise of their 
gift, soundness in doctrine, unity with each other 
and with the church, concern and faithfulness in 
the advancement of the truth, and their example 
in leading a godly life, was set forth in the re- 
port. 


A minute was made recording the acceptable 
attendance of Ministers present with creden- 
tials from other Yearly Meetings. A record 
was also made upon the minutes of the atterd- 
ance of some Friends from Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting. 


The report of the Home Missionary Board was 


read. The following are some of the particulars | 


of its work :—Number of devotional meetings, 
1,840; meetings for tract reading, 56; Sabbath- 


schools organized, 31 ; attendance, 1,068 ; aid to| 


favor. Many of the most influential statesmen 
and philanthropists are aroused upon it. The 
committee have united their labors with other as- 
sociatians for a like object. Six hundred dollars 
were appropriated for the use of the committee. 

The subject of aiding Friends of Middleport 
Monthly Meeting, at Watseka, Ill., in building a 
meeting-house, referred to at a former session, was 
taken up and referred to the Quarterly Meetings 
for further action. It was stated that this meet- 
ing consists of about seventy Friends, mostly in 
very moderate circumstances, all of whom have 
joined the Society within a few years. While 
| their number is increasing, much interest and in- 
| quiry concerning Friends having been awakened 
in their neighborhood, they have not the means 
for erecting a suitable building for public worship. 
Their case is one well worthy of the sympathy 
and attention of Friends. 

The committee to hold general meetings reported 
they have held eight such meetings, each continu- 
ing from three to ten days; some of which have 
been seasons of remarkable divine favor. 

he meeting approved the labor of the com- 
mittee, and encouraged continuance of the work 





needy, $4,092.12 ; families visited for spiritual | for the coming year. Several of the older mem- 


aid, 9,458; asylums, jails, etc., visited, 340; 
temperance meetings held, 214; tracts distributed, 


86,183. 


bers of the meeting expressed their belief that a 
| blessing had attended the General Meetings, and 
that it was right and desirable for them to be 


From the general statistical report it appears | continued ; but that a yet greater blessing might 
that the whole number of members of Western | be realized, if they were always conducted in en- 
Yearly Meeting for last year was 11,696; num- | tire accordance with the principles of Friends. 


ber of meetings, 82 ; members added by request, | 


The Epistle from Ohio Yearly Meeting was re- 


561; disowned, 37; actual increase, 637; minis-| ceived and read; and also the responses from 
ters recorded, 12. Number of members who sell | this Yearly Meeting to the others in correspond- 
tobacco, 46 ; cultivating it, 62; using it, 1,197.| ence with it, The business for the year being 
The last item was the subject of remark ; it being | thus concluded, the meeting gathered into solemn 
observed that probably not less than $15,000 are | quietness, and closed, after a few brief parting 
expended annually by the members of this| words uttered by ministers present, and the offer- 


Yearly Meeting for tobacco. 





ing of prayer, thanksgiving and praise. 
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During the Yearly Meeting, the morning meet- | the Lord to work upon, but instruments also for 
ings preceding the session for business were times Him to work by, according to his good pleasure. 
of much interest and profit. The following ac- Gathering together in such a frame of mind 
3 7 and spirit, ability is found to feed the flock. 
count of one of them is taken from the Indian-| Faithfulness in aily worship at home prepares 
apolis Journal : for the public meeting. Faithfulness in feeding 
“A true idea of this meeting, as well as many | the flock in the family prepares for a wider sphere 
others of a similar character, cannot be conveyed | of service. 
by words in a brief report. It is only understood| The living prayer that Israel may be saved, 
by those who were present and in sympathy with | and the power to labor successfully for the salva- 
the powerful work of the Spirit. A baptism of| tion of others, can only be felt by those who are 
love and fulness of spiritual feeling and power so | themselves saved. And when we realize in some 
revailed this morning that hundreds of Christian | measure what Christ has done for us, we are con- 
oars were brought near to each other in a way | Strained to the surrender of ourselves to Him, as 
that is understood only by those who know the | no longer our own, but as bought with a price. 
love of God and have had a like experience. | Can any hear unmoved his tender pleading as 
The spirit of consecration to God in covenant to | from the cross? “I spent long years for thee: Hast 
go forth in his service for the coming year was re- | thou spent one for me? I gave my life for thee: 
newed. Many spoke in brief testimony of their | What hast thou given for me? I did all this for 
experience in the love of God, and brief, pointed | thee! What hast thou done for me?” It is our 
testimony in teaching on points presented in| privilege to be saved mow. The gospel is glad 
words of experience.” | tidings of a present salvation. Our early Friends 
It may be added, as a record from careful ob- | ae oe gar = oe; a fer oe 
servation, that in none of these meetings was one pooner by. Gouge Den\ae aon Se 


: 'world, and the world is coming to it. Christ 
there any lowering, but that there was rather a} makes alive, and Christ makes free. His people 


prevailing exaltation, of the solemnity and re- | washed from their sins in His own blood are made 
sponsibility of personal consecration, and of the | kings and Neate ha God. te all is ET be 
Christian standard of practical lite. Altogether, |"P ‘© Him and He becomes all to us, it will be 


; ; i easy to leave our work for the mid-week meeting. 
this session of Western Yearly Meeting has been | Self-denial will be welcomed for His sake and 


one of great blessing, as an offering of first | pernicious habits will not be suffered to enslave 
gr g g P 





fruits by a branch of the living Church. us. We should do nothing and go to no place, 
|in which we could not ask the Lord's presence 
<> and blessing. For whatsvever is not of faith is 


lowA YEARLY MEETING.—From the printed | *", We were exhorted to a more earnest study of 
minutes we cull some additional information. the Holy Scriptures, to the daily private personal 
Joel Bean was appointed Clerk, and Cyrus/| perusal of them. as well as the family reading. 
Beede and J. W. Morgan, Assistants. The fol- | They are the only divinely authorized record of 
lowing minute was recorded on the second day. | Christian doctrine. The Holy Spirit employs 

Our thouchts h b : d thi . | their sacred contents, for doctrine, for reproof, for 
oi ‘aie aii ‘of Philadelphia Yearly Meet. correction and instruction in righteousness, to the 
ing. We regret the continued obstruction to the einapy 5 weueeumtchte Ge wende Sa? “in 
re ig ng po oo See ona Jesus, for the help and comfort of His followers.”’ 
ence to it, under the sensible canopy of His love, The Committee on General Meetings reported 
words of counsel were addressed to us, and our | seventeen such meetings held during the year, 
hearts were drawn in prayer to desire for our- | all of which have been graciously, blessed by the 


selves and for them, that by one Sp:rit we may | great Head of the Church. The committee was 
be more fully baptized into one body, and that 


in this fellowship and communion of the body of continued, ’ 
Christ, we may be made helpers of one another's) A proposition from Bangor Quarterly Meeting 
faith and joy.” | for the appointment by the Yearly Meeting of a 
Five ministers were recorded, and two minis- | Missionary Board, was referred to a committee, 
ters and seven elders deceased, during the past | which feported at a subsequent sitting; but the 


year. | meeting not being prepared to adopt the arrange- 
The minute onthe state of Society is as follows :| ment proposed by the committee, the subject was 


_ “In our deliberations upon our spiritual condi- | dismissed for the present. 
om as a — ape brethren in the gospel | Satisfactory reports were received from White's 
——- oD SGEE Us eienengeS Sue te | Manual Labor Institute, Whittier College, Ack- 

We were made forcibly to feel the importance | worth Institute and Penn College. At the re- 


of peeing ourselves before the Lord, in public | quest of the Directors of the last-named insti- 
worship, regularly and punctually. We should | guytj joint visiti itte inted 
go to meeting with the Lord. We should go | » Wiel a /daene te Ga, aaneen a 


praying, and keep praying, not seeking to be | by the Yearly Meeting. The Bible-school Asso- 
excused from service, but that we may be made | iation reported 54 schools, continued for terms 
helpful to others, not planning to speak or to| varying from three to twelve months; 4,602 pu- 


keep silent, but willing to be not only subjects for | pils enrolled, with an average attendance of 
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2,405, and 289 teachers. Each Quarterly Meet- 
ing is to hold an annual conference, at which 
delegates shall be appointed to prepare and pre- 
sent reports to the Association. The following 
delegates were chosen to attend the Biennial 
First-day School Conference, to be held in Phila- 
delphia: Jeptha W. Morgan, Lawrie Tatum, 
Mary Andrews, Hiram Hammond, Truman 
Cooper, Abby W. Steer, Benjamin C. Andrews, 
Elizabeth Hollingsworth, Mary Jane Cook, Sam- 
uel Hockett, Luther B. Gordon, John F. Hanson, 
Sarah Jane Pickrell, Charles Hutchinson, Joel 
Bean, Aaron V. Talbert, James Bean, Lucretia 
E. Truman, Isaac Jones. 
(To be concluded.) 


INDIANA YEARLY MEETING.—We have re- 
ceived a partial account of the proceedings of 
this body, the publication of which is unavoid- 
ably postponed till next week. 

ARRIVED.—Stanley Pumphrey and Allen Jay 
arrived in this city from Liverpool on the 4th 
inst. The latter proceeded directly to his home 
in North Carolina. The former expects to attend 
Baltimore and North Carolina Yearly Meetings. 





MARRIED. 
SWIFT—HAIGHT.—On the 22d ult., at the resi- 


dence of the bride, Albert Franklin Swift, to Gertrude 


L. Haight; members of Nine Partners’ Monthly Meet- 
ing, N. Y. 


SO 


DIED. 


ALDRICH.—On the 21st ult., at his residence in 
Woonsocket, R. I., Luke Aldrich, aged 85 years and 


II months. 


TAFT.—On the 26th of 8th month, at the residence 
of his uncle, Wm. Cook, Hesper, Iowa, Charles W. 
Taft, in his roth year. Both of these were members 


of Smithfield Monthly Meeting, R. I. 
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‘‘ BIENNIAL FIRST-DAY SCHOOL CONFER- 


ENCE OF FRIENDS IN AMERICA.” 





forward their names as early as practicable to the un- 
dersigned, particularly stating whether or not they are 
provided with homes. Address, 
Wi.i1aM G. RHOADS, 
Chairman of Committee on Entertainment, 
Office of Friends’ Review. 
PHILADELPHIA, Tenth month 5th, 1875. 


~ CORRESPONDENCE. 








EXTRACT FROM A PRIVATE LETTER. 
NorMat InstTItuTe, HELENA, ARK. 

Our work is all progressing in a flourishing 
condition. Yesterday was Monthly Meeting. 
The Queries were answered. Two applicants 
received into membership, both young men 
recently converted. A committee reported 
satisfactorily that had been appointed in 
First month, and continued monthly since, to 
visit our members’ families, &c.; and some 
other local business transacted, Chandler 


Paschal and Henrietta Kitteral acting clerks 


efficiently. I had been with him and Lydia 
Chase to Hickory Ridge last Sixth, Seventh, 
and First-days, holding meetings, &c., where 
we have a meeting for worship on the First- 
day of the week, Bible-school, tract reading, 
and temperance organization, all largely at- 
tended, till this week they are enlarging the 
house by building an arbor in front, and if 
they continue increasing we must build a col- 
ored Friends’ meeting-house there this fall. 
The white people offer to donate the land, for 
they say the “niggers” are so much 
more godly, industrious, sober and intelligent, 
that they want us to push forward the work 
of proselyting and elevating. We tell them 
it’s just as good for white folks ; and they are 
beginning to show signs of convincement by 
inviting us to open temperance meetings for 
them, which we have done, and held religious 
meetings with them. Truly the Lord is 
opening a door effectual to us among them, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes. Not less 
than one dozen calls waiting now for us to 
attend to among white and colored in parts 
of this and Mississippi State, where are five 
of our members teaching, and others not 


To be held in Philadelphia, commencing on Sixth- ae who have gone out from our school ; 
day, Eleventh month 12th, 1875, at 3 o'clock, p. m.| WO 1m tenmessee. Dut it is very wearying to 
The “Committee on entertainmeni” having reason to be-| travel and attend such services, and expen- 
lieve that there will be a large attendance of Friends|sive. We are obliged often to return home 


from other Yearly Meetings at the approaching Confer-| and recruit, and thank the dear Master for a 
ence, desire that ample and timely arrangement shall 


: hf | home and nice rooms to rest in; but not much 
be made for their comfortable entertainment. It is t. eith ith fifty i fami hool 

not doubted that Friends of Philadelphia will open|"¢* either, with fifty ina family, and schools, 
their houses with Christian hospitality, but as many and meetings, &c., to look after continually. 
of those who are expected will be strangers visit- Are there none to spare from the fields up 


ing the city for the first time, it will be necessary that|there to come and labor and scatter every- 
homes should be provided for them in advance. It is, 


therefore, requested that Friends who are willing to en- oreo earl South, and oe 7 — 
tertain visitors, should send their names as promptly as ne ae ong See See Bas 
possible to the Chairman of this Committee, at the have to call for help to build a Friends 
same time stating the number they can accommodate. meeting- house for colored people at Hickory 

Friends at a distance expecting to attend the Confer- Ridge, which will be something new among 
ence, whether as delegates or otherwise, are invited to| the very many calls for help. There is an 


a eS eee Oe ee 


er ee ee ee ee Le a ee a ed 
































































FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 


125 





indebtedness left hanging over our building 
here, notwithstanding the plastering was all 
paid off by the funds I received; and our 
Missionary Board, in common with others, 
are not collecting the usual amount of funds, 
when more should be given. 

All public funds and free schools having 


been squandered and otherwise used, there | 


are no schools in operation in the State, and 
yesterday a letter from the asylum at Little 
Rock for the blind informs us that it is closing, 
and a blind boy we sent there from here is to 
be shipped back to our charity, or that of the 
county. Prospects are very promising for a 
good crop here, and there is a great deal more 
land put in cultivation than ever before since 
the war. Wesee more whites plowing, &c., 
so that perhaps if the crop matures, we may 
have a little money in circulation after it is 
sold. The cry for tracts, Bible-school, and 
temperance literature is continual, and from 
every quarter, until we are drained, and no 
money to get more. If there is anybody who 
wants to send us a donation from either 
American Tract or Willard Depository, we 
will be greatly obliged, and a needy people 
blessed. Very truly, Aipa CLARK. 





From The [London] Christian. 
MISSION SCHOOLS IN DUBLIN. 


Controversy, as carried on by these Dublin 
Mission teachers, means only an open, frank, 
and affectionate setting forth of the difference 
between the distinctive teaching of Rome and 
that of Scripture. And with the generality 
of Irish Romanists this is absolutely required 
in order to make them understand what Gospel 
teaching is. Their minds are so preoccupied 
with the ideas inculeated by their priests that 
the way has to be cleared for the entrance of 
truth. An interesting case which occurred 
lately will show this. A respectable artisan, 
& Roman Catholic, was one day returning 
home, when he was joined by an earnest 
youag Christian worker who spoke to him 
and endeavored to set the Gospel simply 
before him. He could make no impression, 
and, as the man afterwards remarked, “I 
could not understand a word of what he 
ment.” The young evangelist seeing he failed 


to make any way, wrote to one of the Mission | 


“ Here,” said the lady, “is your own Bible 
(the Douai version),—take it; but first ob- 
serve, you will not find one single doctrine of 
Rome in this Roman Catholic Bible. Look 
through it and see. You will find the work 
of redemption is a finished work. Look to 
John iii.; search for yourself if it be so.” 
The man took it home and began to read 
eagerly, in hopes, as he owned afterwards, of 
finding that the lady was wrong, and his 
Church’s teaching was to be found there. 
But diligent study convinced him of the con- 
trary. His eyes were opened; he was aston- 
ished at the view of the blessed Gospel which, 
for the first time, was presented to him. 

“Tt is a beautiful religion,” he said at a 
subsrquent interview, “ but, if it is true, how 
can I have been living all this time among 
Protestants, and godly Protestants, and not 
one of them ever said to me till now, “ You 
are wrong?” 
| The man has had much to suffer for his 
| newly acquired faith, from employers and 
friends; but neither persecution nor failing 
| health can disturb his joy and peace. His 
| soul is stayed on his Saviour, and he is ever 
rejoicing in Him. “Now,” he said, “I under- 
stand what the gentleman raid to me that 
day about the Guod Shepherd. I know now 
| what he meant.” 

Time would fail to give the results which 
we see and hear continually of this Gospel- 
| work among the Irish Romanists, Numbers 
have been led by this preparatory teaching to 
flock to Mr. Moody’s meetings, and the way 
was Opened for them to receive the blessed 
message he set forth with such power, and 
which otherwise they might never even have 
come to hear. A body of earnest, sound Gospel 
| Christians is being quietly gathered out of the 
Church of Rome day by day, both in Dublin 
and in the West. Will not our Christian 
| friends join in praying that the Lord ne 
continue to prosper and strengthen the wor 
of His people? E. J. WHATELY. 








| 
| 


| 
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| PROPOSED DISINTERMENT OF GEORGE 
FOX’S BONES. 





| “A member of the Society of Friends ” 
writes to the London Dai/y News: 
“An instance that the necessities of the liv- 





| 





readers to come and talk to the man; but|'9g sometimes crowd in upon the repose of 
before this he had heard of some schools| the dead is found in the proposed disinterment 
where his children would be cared for. He|of the bones of George Fox, the founder of 
was ill and out of work, and came to a Christ- | the Society of Friends. When Fox died niue- 
ian lady interested in the Mission schools, | Score years ago he was borne to Bunhill-fields 
She spoke to him of his health, and then of| for interment, and 3,000 Friends followed in 
bis soul, and asked him at last if he had read | Solemn procession to the grave the body of 
the Bible. He owned afterwards he perfectly | im, who was in life their leader, and who 
dreaded the sight of the book, though he had | ¥#8 in death, Penn said, ‘the most pleasant 
never opened one in his life, ) corpse’ he ever looked upon. The Quakers 
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burial ground adjoining Coleman street, Bun- 
hill row, has long been closed for burial, and 
houses and high walls surround the classic 
‘Goa’s acre’ of the sect. A tradition lingers 
that about 120 years ago workmen removing a 
wall came upon the coffin of the Quaker 
leader ; and in curiosity they removed a part 
of the inner leaden casing and saw the fea- 
tures of the dead, well preserved, but crumb- 
ling after the admission of air. The remains, 
it is said, were reinterred ; and a plain tablet 
with the initials ‘G. F.’ marks the spot. The 
site of the burial ground is now to be given 
up in part; and the prospect of the erection 
of a school there by the London School Board 
necessitates the removal of the remains. 
Fox’s spiritual descendants are not supersti- 
tious, but they have ever reverenced the 
memory of their founder ; and to them may 
safely be trusted the decent reinterment of all 
that remains of the great Quaker. That dis- 
interment is, however, in a measure, of in- 
terest to the countrymen of Fox, for in the 
two centuries that have nearly passed since he 
moved the religious world more than we now 
dream of, a disposition has arisen to do tardy 
justice to his memory. * * * When life 
fled from the body whose remains are shortly 
to see the light of day again, priestcraft had 
received a severe, if not a mortal wound; for- 
gotten truths that had been hidden for centu- 
ries had been revived; and nonconformity 
had won by blood and suffering the right to 
meet under its own metaphoric fig-tree. In 
large degree this is due to Fox and his friends, 
and to the ordinary Englishman this will be 
cause for remembrance of him much more 
than that he founded an unique sect ; just as 
his colleague, Penn, will be esteemed more 
for his boldness in a famous trial than for his 
sufferings in the propagation of a faith then 
everywhere despised. The frail remnants of 
a mortal body which was the envelope of a 
soul that knew no fear of man, will carry our 
memories across two brawling centuries to an 
England widely different to the one we know 
—to the one in which, as Macaulay opined, ‘we 
should not know one landscape in a hundred, 
or one building in ten thousand ;’ but it will 
carry us to a state of religious life similar in 
many respects to that of to-day.” 








From The American Missionary. 


PAPAL EFFORTS AND INFLUENCE 
AMONG THE FREEDMEN. 
Protestants at the North are slow to believe 
that the Catholics are making great efforts to 
proselyte the colored people in the South, 
and they are still slower to believe that any 
marked success attends the efforts when made. 
The doubts are based on argument rather 


REVIEW. 


than fact. It is alleged that the blacks are 
emotional and have no drawings towards the 
stateliness of the Catholic ceremonial, with its 
services in a foreign language, It has been 
replied to this, oad as we think conclusively, 
that the broad recognition of equality which 
the Papacy professes to give to all men, 
in the aed and at the altar, touches a 
deep chord in the heart of the ex-slave, while 
the grand ceremonial and gorgeous vestments 
gratify his vivid imagination. 

We are not, however, intending now to 
chop logic on the subject, but to present some 
facts that will show both the efforts and influ- 
ence of Rome among the Freedmen. 

Mr. George T. Downing, an educated and 
influential colored man, and a special friend 
of the late Charles Sumner, was so goaded 
by the civil and social disabilities of his jw 
aha, and especially by the caste-prejudices 
which he believed were cherished by the 
Protestants of this country, that he wrote an 
article in the Boston Pilot the Catholic 
organ) declering that the Catholic church is 
the refuge of the colored people. He says: 

“ All that the poor down-trodden blacks of 
the United States have to do, is to ‘ fellow- 
ship’ with this strong, cou us, well disci- 
plined church, and they thereby become, 
not only a part of her power, but add to the 
power which will protect them.” 

A part of this article was republished in 
the Boston Congregationalist, accompanied 
with editorial comments, calling Mr. Down- 
ing’s attention to the palpable fact that the 
Catholics have heretofore been the greatest 
enemies of his people. Sub:equently a fur- 
ther reply was made by Mrs. Emily B. Gould, 
whose earnest labors in Rome for fifteen 
years are well known. She and her father’s 
family were intimate with the parents of Mr. 
Downing, and her recital of those early 
friendships was as touching as her review of 
Rome’s tyranny to the colored people was 
decisive. But Mr. Downing replies in the 
Congregationalist of 4 29, reciprocating 
the kindly feelings of Mrs. Gould, yet still 
defending bis former position. He says :— 

“IT am fully persuaded that a general 
alliance on the part of the colored people of 
America, with the, Catholic church of 
America, would be the most speedy and 
effective agency to break down American 
caste, based on color.” 

The attitude and words of such a leader 
ameng the colored people, are of great signifi- 
cance as to the influence of the Catholics 
over these people. . . . 1... we 

Protestants who will not believe that the 
Catholics are making efforts among the Freed- 
men, and who are so indifferent in regard to 
the fate of these ex-slaves, may wake up ere 
long to discover that things have gone too 
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far to be remedied—that Rome has got the 
vantage ground and that her victory is sure. 
When the day dawns, that gives Rome the 
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phere of a close room. When such air is in- 
troduced into the system again, it will poison 
the blood and cause disease. The injury 


control over the votes of the millions of these | which the human system suffers by the mala- 


ex-slaves, then Papal supremacy in America 


is assured. 





-e- 


AIR AND LIGHT. 








BY LEOPOLD BRANDEIS. 





Nothing can be more perfect than the 
comforts and the scrupulous cleanliness of an 
American dwelling. With just pride the 
housewife regards her tasty oil cloth, fine car- 

ts, and elegant furniture. Everything is 
in its right place; everything is neat and 
clean. No dust, no speck, no stain can be 
discovered. The parlors are spacious, and 
well arranged is the furniture; nicely 
matched the tints of walls and carpets. The 
temperature of the house is equable and de- 
lightful, even in eevere winter weather. But 
so anxious is the good lady to preserve the 
pristine splendor of furniture and carpets, 
that she excludes sunlight and air—thick 


ria of a swampy region is trifling when com- 
pared with the effects produced by the inhala- 
tion of this subtle poison. The propo: tion of 
| organic matter in the confined air of a room 
bears a direct proportion to its percentage of 
carbonic acid gas. The well-known tragedy 
of the black hole in Calcutta, where only 
twelve out of one hundred and forty survived 
after twelve hours’ imprisonment in a room 
eighteen hy fourteen feet, unfortunately re- 
peats itself daily on a smaller scale in our fine 
mansions as well asin our tenement houses. Air 
seems to be considered an enemy to be afraid 
of and excluded by means of double sash, 
double doors, weather strips, and various 
other contrivances. In fact, we barricade 
ourselves completely to prevent the entrance 
of the element which is more needful to us 
than our daily bread to invigorate us and 
give us health and strength. 

It is stated on excelent authority that 
forty-four per cent. of the death-rate in our 





curtains, shades, and blinds are used to pre- | cities is due to the neglect of ventilation and 


vent the fading out of the gay colors. 


other well recognized sanitary laws.—Sani- 


This extreme precaution, this anxious | tgrign, 


watchfulness for the protection of inanimate 
objects, is radically wrong, of positive injury 
to health... The tremendous strides which 
have been made in all branches of science 
during the last few years embrace many facts, | 

leaned from the fields of nature, which have | 


-_ —-—— 


THE LOVE THAT PASSETH KNOWLEDGE. 





| Not what I am, O Lord, but what Thou art! 
| That, that alone, can be my soul's true rest ; 
Thy love, not mine, bids fear and doubt depart, 


n applied for the benefit of mankind. We| And stills the tempest of my tossing breast. 


all know now that respiration is the first con- 
dition of animal life ; that the blood needs a 


constant supply of fresh air to keep its| 


vitality and to enable it to perform its proper 
functions. Oxygen is that part of the atmos 
_— air which supports respiration, and 


ortunately this gas is the most abundant of 


all known elements. It forms nine-tenths 


of water, nearly one-fourth of atmospheric | 


air, one-half of silica, chalk, alumina, &c. It 
enters largely into the constitutions of all the 
important rocks and minerals, and into all 
vegetable and animal tissues. During the 
vital process of respiration this gas forms a 


combination with the carbon contained in. 


the venous blood, and the two form the car- 
bonic acid gas which we exhale or throw out 


as unfit to support animal life. Now, the, 


very first principle—the very foundation 
of health—is the law “ that the air which we 
take in should be pure ”’—entirely free from 


most active and powerful agents for the gen- 
eration and propagation of zymotic disease. 
Air that has been respired contains, besides 
the carbonic acid gas, a quantity of organic 
matter which remains suspended in the atmos- 





It is Thy perfect love that casts out fear ; 
I know the voice that speaks the “It is I ;” 
And in those well-known words of heavenly cheer, 
I hear the joy that bids each sorrow fly. 
Thy name is Love! I hear it from yon cross ; 
Thy name is Love! I rend it in yon tomb; 
| All meaner love is perishable dross, 
| Butthis shall light me through time’s thickest gloom. 


It blesses now, and shall forever bless ; 

It saves me now, and shall forever save; 
It holds me up in days of helplessness ; 

It bears me‘safely o’er each swelling wave. 


Girt with the love of God on every side, 
Breathing that love as heaven’s own healing air, 
I work or wait, still following my guide, 
Braving each foe, escaping every snare. 


’Tis what I know of Thee, my Lord and God, 
That fills my soul with peace, my lips with song; 

Thou art my health, my joy, my staff, and rod, 
Leaning on thee, in weakness I am strong. 


, L am all want and hunger ; this faint heart 


Pines for a fulness which it finds not here; 


any taint. Impure air and water are the| Dear ones are leaving, and, as they depart, 


Make room within for something yet more dear. 


More of Thyself, O! show me hour by hour, 
More of Thy glory, O! my God and Lord; 

More of Thyself in all Thy grace and power, 
More of Thy love and truth, Incarnate Word! 





H. Bonar. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FoREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe to 
the 5th inst. have been received. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.—The Anglo-Amer- 
ican Telegraph Company announced last week that on 
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that the insurgents in Herzegovina refuse to treat di- 
| rectly with the Porte, and insist that in any case a Eu- 
| Topean commission, delegated by the powers, shall 


make and guarantee atreaty. It is also said that the 


foreign Consuls at Mostar have been instructed by 
| 


their governments to send to the Porte a memorial em- 


and after the 4th inst. the rates over its cable would be | bodying the result of their investigation, with proposals 


raised again to four shillings (one dollar, gold), per 
word. The Direct United States Cable Company 
issued a circular on the 14th ult. announcing that the 


for a thorough reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina; and 
| that instructions have been sent from Constantinople to 
| Server Pasha to receive the reports of the Consuls, but 


tariff would be, to Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-| not to enter into negotiations with them. 


wick, and the United States east of Ohio and north of 


Virginia, 1 shilling per word; thence westward, north | doubtful. 


of the Ohio river, to St. Louis, 1s. 4¢; west of the 
Mississippi river and for all the Southern States except 
Texas and Northwestern Florida, 1s. 10d; and to the 
remainder of Florida and British Columbia, 2s. 6d. 


The position of Servia still appears to be somewhat 
The majority of the lower House of the 
Diet are said to have offered Prince Milan, by a secret 
| vote, a grant of 3,000,000 ducats; and 29 members of 
| that House are said to have resigned, in the expectation 
| of creating such a popular outcry for war as to force 


The name of the place whence the message comes will | the government from its pacific attitude. 


be transmitted free of charge. 


The direct cable was | 


An imperial decree was published at Constantinople 


opened for business on the 15th ult., but a break has | on the 3d inst., ordering that agricultural populations 


since occurred in it on the fishing banks between New- 
foundland and Nova Scotia, supposed to have been 
caused by the anchor of a fishing schooner. Steps 
have been taken for its repair. Whether any change 
will be made in the rates on re-opening is not known. 

The foot and mouth disease among cattle has slightly 
diminished in some counties, and increased in others. 
The latest returns showed over 30,000 animals affected 
in five counties. 

The great gale of the 26th and 27th ult. was at- 
tended by destructive floods in some parts of Ireland, 
and great damage was done to the crops. A part of 
the city of Cork and the country for miles around were 
inundated, causing great injury to property. Similar 
accounts have been received from Scotland. 

The Prince of Wales is expected to leave England 
about the middle of the month for his tour in India. 
He will go by railroad to Brindisi, in Italy, where he 
will embark on the steamer Serapis, which has been 
fitted up for the purpose, and dispatched to that port. 
He will visit Athens on the way. 

SPAIN.—-The young king opened the Madrid Uni- 
versity on the ast inst. with a speech, in the course of 
which he said, «I recognize the fact that circumstances 
are difficult. Education and enlightenment can alone 
regenerate Spain and restore peace.” 

Cardinal Simeoni is said to have reported to the 
Vatican that he is hopeless of an arrangement with 
Spain. 

A decree has been published at Madrid re-enacting 
the law of 1870 prescribing the election by universal 
suffrage of one deputy for every 50,000 inhabitants. 
Municipalities are instructed to prepare the election lists. 

GERMANY.—The Imperial Chancellor has submitted 
to the Federal Council proposed amendments of the 
penal code, making instigation to crime a punishable 
offence. He also proposed clauses relative to officials 
of the Foreign Office, who are guilty of disobedience 
of instructions, violation of the secresy of office, or act- 
ing contrary to the rules respecting the custody of 
official documents. 

The Bishop of Breslan has notified the Ecclesiastical 
Court that he is determined not to obey iis summons 
to attend for trial, on the ground that the court is not 


competent to try him. A Breslan paper states that 23 | 


priests in that diocese have announced their submission 
to the ecclesiastical laws. 


The Emperor expects shortly to visit Italy, but it is | 


said he will not ge to Rome, but will meet the King of 
Italy in the northern part of that country. 

ITALY.—A meeting of the Committee on the Phila- 
delphia Exhibition has been held at Florence, at which 
a central Executive Committee was appointed, to sit 
permanently in Florence. It will have the support of 
the government and the Chamber of Commerce. 
TURKEY AND THE PRINCIPALITIES.—It is reported 





which peacefully follow their avocations be exempted 
from a fourth of the recently imposed tithes, and that 
| they be relieved from the payment of arrears of taxes 
up to the financial year 1873-4; the latter exemption 
| not to apply to the wealthier classes who are indebted 
to the treasury. The decree further enacts that com- 
munities are to be represented in an administrative 
council by persons chosen as enjoying their confidence, 
and the reasonable demands of such representatives 
will be received with attention. Deputations from 
the annual general assemblies will be authorized to 
visit Constantinople, to submit to the government their 
wishes. Special comptrollers are to be appointed to 
insure the legal apportionment and collection of the 
taxes. An improvement in the system of taxation is 
| under consideration. 

AFRICA.—Tidings to Fifth month 15th have been 
recently received from H. M. Stanley, the head of the 
|expedition for African exploration sent out by the 
New York Hera/d and the London 7elegraph. Start- 
|ing from Zanzibar in Eleventh month, 1874, he 
reached the shores of the Victoria N’yanza lake in 
Third month last, accomplishing the remarkable 
march for that region of 720 miles in 103 days. Du- 
ring this journey he passed through a new country, 
much of it covered by primeval forest and jungle, 
where the party suffered from hunger, and were en- 
| gaged for some days in conflicts with hostile natives, 
in which several were killed. Two of his associates 
|had died of fever. He had been making a careful 
survey of the great lake Victoria N’yanza. 

Domestic.—The statement of the public debt for 
the rst inst. showed a reduction during the past month, 
in the excess of debt over cash in the treasury, of $3,- 
342,562.61; the total decrease since the beginning of 
the present fiscal year being $6,222,499.23. The Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury has issued a call fur $5,000,000 
| more of « 5-20” bonds, to be presented for redemption 
on or after First month Ist, 1876. This is the 28th in 
order of such calis since the government began the 
| cancellation of the old issue of U. S. bonds. The 
calls now out-standing for bonds to be presented at 
various dates, from the 14th inst. to the first of next 
| year, amount to $55,897,200. It is announced that of 
the $500,000,000 of the new 5 per cent. bonds author- 
ized to be issued, only $28,000,000 remain unsold. 
The selling of these enables the Secretary to redeem a 
corresponding amount of 6 per cent. bonds, thus re- 
ducing the interest 1 per cent. yearly, which, on the 
whoie issue, will amount to a saving of $5,000,000. 

The Bank of California, in San Francisco, resumed 
payment on the 2d inst., and although a considerable 
amount was paid out during the first day’s business, the 
deposits exceeded the withdrawals by about $750,000, 
showing the confidence felt in the present condition of 
the bank. 





